


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 4 MAY 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON

3412. Election of Officers:
(a) Chairman, then to sign Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form
The Clerk asked if any Councillor would be willing to stand as Chairman – Councillor I Wilson proposed Councillor J Middleton, who agreed to stand.  Councillor R Horrocks seconded this and it was unanimously agreed. The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form.

(b) Vice Chairman
The Clerk had spoken to Councillor L Wood who was willing to continue in the role if no-one else wanted to stand.  Councillor I Wilson proposed that Councillor L Wood be appointed as Vice Chairman and this was seconded by Councillor D Basford and agreed.

3413. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillors C Middleton, N Jenks & L Wood. The Parish Council approved the reasons for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mrs J Basford & Mr G Martin).

3414. Election of Village Representatives:
(a) Village Hall – to be deferred to the next meeting.
(b) Pocket Park – the Chairman agreed to continue in this role.
(c) Footpaths Warden – Mrs K Wilson had agreed to continue in this role
(d) Allotment Co-ordinator - jointly by the Chairman & Councillor C Middleton.
(e) Defibrillator – Councillor R Horrocks to take over this role.

3415. Adoption of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.
The Internal Auditor had informed the Clerk that those adopted by Hannington PC were out of date.  However, until the Clerk had contacted NCALC for guidance it was agreed to adopt the existing Standing Orders adopted in May 2018 & Financial Regulations adopted in September 2024 - it was proposed by the Councillor D Basford and seconded by Chairman and unanimously agreed. This will be revisited during the year to ensure that the PC has the UpToDate versions of both.

3416. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3417. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3418. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
Mrs J Basford introduced herself as the new Treasurer on the Village Hall – she was wondering about the availability of CIL monies to help fund projects at the Hall – new water heater, roof slates & flat roof extension.  The Clerk said she would send a copy of the leaflet she had to show what the monies could be spent on.  In the meantime, Mrs J Basford would look into the various costings and this could be included under the CIL money projects agenda item

3419. West Northants Councillor.
The West Northants Councillor did not attend.

3420. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 6 April 2026.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by Councillor R Horrocks and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.


3421. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only)	Installation of the posts, to be discussed under item 3423.
WNC Local Plan response will be discussed under item 3425.
The Chairman to speak to his contact re ROW will be discussed under item 3427
Councillor D Basford to request under the FOI minutes to the Speed Review Panel will be discussed under item 3428.
PC to meet at 7pm ahead of the APM on 18 May – item 3433

3422. Correspondence:
(a) None.

3423. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.
(b) Allotments - to include update on purchase of posts – the Chairman had spoken to Mr L Austin who will rotovate the unlet plots.  In addition, another plot holder had given a year’s notice to vacate.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK and Mr G Martin stated he had cleaned out the BT kiosk.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on purchase of post/rails – OK,

The installation of the posts remains outstanding

3424. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
The Clerk had circulated an email from the local PCSO - we have continued to focus on rural crime, particularly farm thefts and suspicious vehicles.  It was agreed to update the name on this item to include police reports.

3425. WNC – Draft Local Plan – consultation response.
The Clerk had submitted the report but as expected had come back to say that the consultation had now closed.

3426. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
Councillor I Wilson told the meeting that the Stop Green Hill Solar Farm group were organising a raffle to help raise fund to pay for consultants.  It was agreed to put an article in Hannington Life.  The examination period has now officially closed and a decision is expected towards the end of the next 6 months – c October 2026.

3427. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
The Chairman informed the meeting via his contact that the footpath had been re-aligned, and no legal action would be taken.  Mr D Basford had emailed last week to state that although the route had been opened along its legal route the original ground levels & contours have not been achieved.  In addition, there had been no response regarding WNC Form 1 complaint – which he will continue to pursue. 

3428. To receive any update on the speed reduction along A43 & Red House Lane.
Councillor D Basford had received a response that no minutes were available because none were taken and only the decisions recorded – he found this hard to believe as the panel was made up for FIVE different parties.  He has also engaged with Mr A Burns from WNC and our WNC Councillor but as yet to receive any replies.

3429. CIL money projects – Pocket Park perimeter fencing & picnic tables.
It was agreed to mention the Internal Audit Report with this item – whilst is has not been received, the Clerk had received a verbal indication that the current website was no longer adequate – all PC policies, Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Agendas need to be included together with the individual Councillors having their own PC email addresses to ensure compliance with Assertion 10.  Having looked online, it would appear that CIL monies could be used to fund this project.  CIL monies can be spent on the provision, improvement, replacement, operation, or maintenance of infrastructure, or anything else concerned with addressing the demands that development places on their area.  A website acts as a digital infrastructure or a tool to enhance community engagement.  The Clerk had been in contact with Parish Online to obtain a quote for a new website and email addresses for Councillors and would report back.  A list of items needed/required on the website would need to be compiled.

The perimeter fencing & picnic tables would be discussed at the next meeting – following the meeting at the Pocket Park ahead of the APM on 18 May.

3430. Finance: 

NB – ITEMS 3430 c TO i WILL ONLY BE DISCUSSED FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF THE INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT – THE AUDIT SCHEDULED FOR 1 MAY – IF NOT RECEIVED THIS WILL BE DEFERRED TO THE 1 JUNE MEETING.

(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(27 Mar)			D/D		    £4.25
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(30 Mar)			D/D		    £4.75
Mrs JP Friell – 3 toner cartridges					Chq 953	£312.11	 
TJ Whittaker – grass cutting					Chq 954	£310.00
Zurich Municipal – annual insurance premium			Chq 955	£300.00

The reconciled bank balance was £21,421.87 being General £13,685.96 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,135.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

Councillor I Wilson wanted clarification of the grass cutting areas along Red House Lane as the verge that gets cut every two visits had not been cut – the Clerk will follow up but did mention that the additional area had not been charged for on the above invoice.

(b) Approve income received.
No income had been received since the last meeting.

ITEMS C-I WERE NOT DISCUSSED AND WILL BE DEFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING AS THE INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT HAD NOT BEEN RECEIVED

(c) Internal Auditor’s Report.
(d) To approve Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 – Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards & other Smaller Authorities in England – Annual return for the year ended 31 March 2026.
(e) To approve Section 2 – Accounting Statements 2025/26 of the above return.
(f) Certificate of Exemption – to certify that HPC is exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015.
(g) Commencement date for the exercise of public rights – Wednesday 3 June 2026.
(h) Approve the bank reconciliation.
(i) Approve CIL Accounts – under Regulation 62a Monitoring Report for Parish and Town Councils.

3431. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
	Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for May, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to adding in the Tote winners, the Stop Green Hill raffle and reducing never bin batteries to create space.

3432. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
It was agreed to add the website & Village Hall to the CIL money projects agenda items.

3433. Date of next meeting:  Annual Parish Meeting – 18 May 2026, Ordinary PC meeting 1 June 2026.
As a reminder, the APM would initially start at 7pm by the Pocket Park and return to the Village Hall by 7.15pm to commence the actual meeting.  








	
